IOLA Fund of the State of New York
Meeting of the Board of Trustees
December 14, 2011
(DRAFT)

Present:	Chair Romano, Trustees Batra, Davis, Dunham, Galowitz, Kaplan, Leider, Lindenauer, Turner
Tele-Conference: 	Trustees Braveman, Cirando, Lopez-Soto, Madigan,
Absent: 		Trustees Gabriele and Ross 
Staff: 			O’Malley, Agard, and Fecko

1. 	Call to Order.
The meeting was called to order by Chair Romano at approximately 12:15 P.M.

2. 	Approval of the minutes of the meeting of the Board of Trustees held on
September 21, 2011.
The minutes of the above meeting were reviewed and approved with no objection and two abstentions by Mr. Kaplan and Mr. Batra.

3. 	Open Meetings Law Discussion
Mr. Batra raised a question regarding IOLA’s compliance with the NYS Open Meetings Law.  Mr. Romano stated that IOLA is in compliance with applicable law and said that the Board does not enter Executive Session to discuss finances, minutes or the counsel’s report, but only to discuss those matters permitted by law.  Ms. Lindenauer then raised a question as to whether IOLA had a whistleblower policy.  IOLA staff will review the issue further; Ms. Lindenauer offered to assist. 

4.	Executive Session
A motion to enter in Executive Session to discuss grantee funding and employment matters was made by Mr. Dunham, seconded by Mr. Leider and adopted by a vote of 12 to 1 with Mr. Batra in opposition.  After Mr. O’Malley made a presentation to the Board concerning Ridgewood Bushwick Senior Citizen’s Counsel (“RBSCC”), Mr. Dunham then made a motion to advance RBSCC’s FY 10-11 contract with IOLA to the NYS Comptroller’s Office for approval.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Cirando and approved by a vote of 12 to 1 with Mr. Batra in opposition.

5.	Executive Report
Mr. O’Malley reported that the Chief Judge’s Task Force on Access to Civil Legal Services has released its annual report and recommended that $12.5 million be allocated for grants to be distributed by the Oversight Board (in addition to the $12.5 million allocated from last year’s budget).  Mr. O’Malley also reported that, in response to requests from the Office of the Inspector General, IOLA had produced documents relating to its grant awards in the last three years and its recent analysis of the vendor responsibility of one grantee.  



4.	Administrative and Financial Report
Ms. Agard presented the Administrative and Financial Report, including the November 2011 Consolidated Bank and Revenue Report, the Budget Variance Report and the Budget Request for 2012-13. In a motion by Mr. Batra and seconded by Judge Turner, the Board unanimously approved IOLA’s Budget Request for 2012-13 and authorized Chair Romano and Treasurer Davis to certify it to the NYS Division of Budget.

5. 	Counsel’s Report
Ms. Fecko reported on her attendance at various committee and bar group meetings, as well as at brief meetings she arranged with many of the grantees to introduce herself.  Ms. Fecko further reported that the IOLA grant application package for the FY2012-13 cycle is being revised and likely would be available in January 2012.  In response to a request from Mr. Batra, IOLA staff will circulate the revised application package to the Board before it is finalized and made public.

7.	2012 Schedule of Meetings
The Board set the following schedule for its 2012 regular meetings:

· May 16 at noon in New York City
· June 20 at noon in New York City
· September 19 at noon (location to be determined)
· December 12 at noon in New York City

In addition, the Board set April 25 at 11:00 am in New York City for a meeting of the Grants Committee; all Board members are welcome to attend. 

There being no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned. 

The next meeting is to take place on May 16, 2012 at noon in New York, New York. 

Respectfully submitted,



Christopher B. O’Malley
Executive Director
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